Miami 02/ 25/ 2010
The Political Persecuted Venezuelans in Exile, VEPPEX by its initials in Spanish, launched its campaign in support to nine political prisoner nominees who are running in the forthcoming National Assembly election of September 26, 2010.                                                                           
It is crucial that the Venezuelan political opposition parties place these candidates at the head of their lists in the best electoral circuits to guarantee their victory. Thus, they would not have to compete in the primaries by going straight to the National Assembly elections. Once elected, they would obtain parliamentarian immunity which is vital for their just and longed for freedom. Furthermore, in the worst case scenario, the opposition parties could obtain at least one representative per list in each state, therefore assuring 23 representatives without counting the candidates that might get elected through the electoral circuits that are not accounted for in the lists previously mentioned. We demand their nominations, since it constitutes a point of honor to us, the Venezuelans living in exile.
VEPPEX‘s General Director, José Colina, currently protected by the US Government expressed the high importance of all opposition parties and active political organizations to firmly support these nine nominees by leaving aside their own personal needs and political agendas for the greater good …rescuing true democracy in Venezuela. They undoubtedly have the know-how necessary to make important contributions in their areas of expertise, thereby constituting a real asset to the restitution of true democracy.
Paul Sfeir, president of RadioNexx, expressed his deep concern of very severe measures that are often taken, as a sign of protest, by incarcerated political victims who in their despair often resort to drastic hunger strikes. Such is the case of the recent death of the Cuban political prisoner Orlando Zapata Tamayo.
The Independent Venezuelan American Citizens, IVAC by its initials in Spanish, stated through its president, Ernesto Ackerman, its full support by urging all Venezuelans living abroad to uphold to their ideals and values of democracy, freedom of speech and liberty by joining and supporting this campaign. “It is our duty to strongly promote and encourage, with all our strengths, this democratic possibility which represent the lawful keys to freedom for those who today find themselves struggling for our democracy while deprived of all human rights.” 
VEPPEX and IVAC expressed that they will continue to keep the community informed of future activities in support of these courageous political prisoners running as candidates to the Venezuelan National Assembly.
